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My most exciting discovery to date has been ... the functionalization of

The author presented on this endohedral metallofullerenes.

page has recently published
his 10th article since 2000
in Angewandte Chemie:
“Nitrated Benzyne Deriva-
tives of La@GCg,: Addition of
NO, and Its Positional
Directing Effect on the
Subsequent Addition of
Benzynes”: X. Lu, H.
Nikawa, T. Tsuchiya, T. Aka-
saka, M. Toki, H. Sawa, N.
Mizorogi, S. Nagase,
Angew. Chem. 2010, 122,
604-607; Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. 2010, 49, 594-597.

My biggest motivation is ... to realize that where there is a will, there is a way.

M y favorite subject at school was ... science.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be ... a scientist.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been ... the discovery of fullerene.
My biggest inspiration is ... my father.

The most exciting thing about my research is ... to control a circular motion of encapsulated metal
atoms inside fullerene cages.

The best advice I have ever been given is ... one cannot have pain without pleasure, and one cannot
have pleasure without pain.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is ... motivating and encouraging young people.
My favorite author (fiction) is ... Arthur Conan Doyle.
My favorite collection of books is ... “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes”.
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